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Steve Matthews: I am here today August 12, 1971 at

v S

the home of Mrs. Charlotte Corner at 1127 Kensington

natrumental

T

Road, McLean, Virginia., Mrs., Corner ws
in the opening of the Franklin Sherman Scheol and
gshe has btesn active in the Mclean Community for half

a century. This is Steve Matthews speaking. First,
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Mrs. Corner, I would like to ask ycu, can ycu tel

us something about your parents? and where ycu were

born?
Charlotte Ccrner: Well, I was born in Chicago and
my father was born in New York City and his father

was from England, Oxford, England. And that's where

-
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ike to go scmetime. He was sent back to England
to checol when he was a child, and they were very
strict. And I used to complain about studying Latin,
how hard it was. Fe'd say, well he had to pick up
Latin when he was nine years old.

S.M.: Ch my gosh,

C.C.: And then my mother was born in Lafayette, Indiana

and her father was the first reglstered druggist in

the state cof Indiana. And he was from this Avery

family that I said was, they were - the only Revolution-

ary War battle that was fought in Connecticut was fought
e . A

on his ancestors farm.

S.M.t My gosh.

C.C.: And there were thirteen that fought in the battle,



and , I think, nine were killed. And Benedict Arnold
betrayed them and they wculdn't surrendsr, btut they
had to give up, that's where we have our reunions for
the Avery family, up there.

S.M”.: In Connecticut.

2.0, And I was a twin.

S.M.r Well, what do you know,.

C.C.: I started out in 1ife rather, I was born prematurely

and I had three clder brothers and my parents were so
happy te think they had a little girl and then when two
came, well, they were just thrilled. But my twin sister

2

was a blue baby and she only lived to be thres days old.

4

But the second day, my father wss so excited about th

e

S
having twins and they were so anxicus to save this other
twins l1life and he picked up a blanket and threw over the
other twin and I was 1In the blanket and went sailin' off
cn the floor.

S.M.: Oh no.

C.C

. So my mother said that he was just almost bezide

.
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imself, he gaid that if I was the one that died, he
s

t
would have thcught that he had killed me, but evidently
I didn't have any 111 effects from it and so I survived.

S,M,: You were born in Indiana?

farhthe manufacture
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CeCe: Uhum. Herwsas

firm of Calder-Brgdley Manufacturing Co. Later on

N



Sears~Roebuck bought it.

S.M.: When did you come to this area?

i Well, I left Chicago when I was four years cld.
§.Met Oh, not very long.

C.C.t Yes. Then we moved to a place called Kankskee,

I1lincis, I don't know whether ycu've ever heard cf it
or nct?

S.M.,t Yes, I've heard of Kankakee.

C.C,t It was a family affalir, the whole business and

it in time ycu know how families debteriorate and
everybody in the family had to have sowme office.

g.¥.,: Oh dear.

C.C.: Well, you know all about that. And then he
finally got, well he retired , he bought a farm down

nere near Warrenton. And thatts where I came to Virginia
when I was sbcut fourteen, so I've lived in Virginia

most of my life.

S.M.: Yes, ycu have,

wn)

ut, later cn there was ancther baby bern, a

"

-
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little girl and she was six years younger than I

"

was and she went to Farmville, the same schocl I did,
then taught and she taught in a college vup in
Pennsylvania, at Clarion.

S.M,: Oh sure, I've been to Clarion.

€.C.: Ilave ycu been there?
S.M.: Yes. We went thrcugh there cn the way to school.

C.C.: Well, she taught there for quite a good many years.

M.: In Warrenton,now. Did you live near Warrenton?

—————



C.C.: Well, I always cconsider that my home. It wasn't

right in Warrenton, it was between Warrenton and Culpeper,
near the Rappahannock River, a place called Remington.
I don't know whether you're familiar with the are down

there.

[62]

S.M.: Yes, I'm familiar with 1t, that's Fauquler Ccunty
isn't 1t?

£.C.: Yean. ©So, Virginia sufifered terribly from the
Civil War and coming from the West where I really

did have a good foundation in my grammar school. In
fact when I graduated from eighth grade, I thcught
that I didn't really need anymore education, cause I
had finished grammar and arithmetic and history and

I just knew about everything there was toc know, But,
I found out I was mistaken and then I came down here
and the schools were not good. Oh 1t was quite a
change. And then none of us had ever lived on a
farm,

S.M.: Oh, that was a change.

..t But we survived.

S.M.: Bure.

C.C.: Well, the schocls in Remington, they had just
opened up a new high sdhool, but I was ahead of the
highest grade there. And it just pretty near killed
me to think of losing a1l that time, so I went down
to Farmville.

S.M.: You entered . . .

C.C,: Well, it's hard for anybody to realize the condition



of education then. No, I only had one year of high
school work when I went to Farmville. And, I graduated
there 1in three years.

S.M.: Oh, gee.

C.Cet But, I don't apprcve of doin' that, I tell you

I really did go after 1t.

s, M.: Sure, you must nhave. Ycu must have been a go-getter.

C.C.,: Do you know where Farmville 1g?

S.M.: Yes, That's Prince Edward County is 1t?

C.C.: "Well, you know your history, pretty well.

So, they didn't have summer schecl then and I tock
mcre, they were lax then, I mean, if a person really
wanted to get ahead, they could just shoot ahead,
because there were not tco many rules and regulations.
Just, kind of 1if you get on the right side cf the
professor, one professor let me come to class without
registering me. I took all the work, took the
examination, but then I got credit for it but if I

had been registered for it, I would have taken toco

many credits for the year. So that's the way I got

my . . . and then my history professcr said that 1
could study history at hceme during the summer and he
gave me an examination, that's the way I got my credits
there.

S.M.: Oh, my gosh.

C.C.: Now, my sister, she was only nine or ten years old

when we went there to Remington and she went to scheol

and she was supposed to go in fourth grade but she just

took a seat in the fifth grade and that's where she

\n




stayed. The schools were not well organized. You see

in Virginia, in the Scuth, it was a custom to send

de

your children to private schools and it wasn't just

C

the right thing for the public schcecols.
§.M.: They weren't particularly good therefore because . . .

¢.C.: Oh no. And then nobody can realize how much the

South suffered during the Civil War.

8.M.: Tnere was still evidence at the time vyou came?
c,Ce: Oh! You just couldn't realize the . . . and I
know I visited a cousin of my mothers and she was a

real daughter of the American Revoluticn and I was up
there talking to her and I said somethin' about the
Civil War and she sald she dcubted that there ever was

a Civil War.

S.M.: Oh my gosh.

C.C.: And I said "If ycu lived where I did ycu would have
known there was a Civil War." But you see when we fight
our enemies now after we win why we turn around and put
them back con their fect.

S.M,: That's 1t.

C.C.: But nothin' was dcne like that, the country was

just desolate.
§,M.: Yeah. We're kind to the peonle that aren't close
to us and then . . .

C.C.: Well, that was due to . . . I think if Lincoln

had lived things would have been different. They had



a - you can't help but admire the people, because they
had a strong character. And voverty didn't crush them.
They just lost (she shakes her head), and well, I

guess you don't want to hear all that,
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/nere did you first teach?

C.C.: At Williamsburg.

S.M.: At Williamsburg.

C.C+: Yes, thum.

S.M.: And how soom after you left Farmville?

C.C.: Well, I graduvated in 1911 and then went the

following, let's see I graduated in June and went to
Williamsburg in October, I think, The schcols only
had elght months, and some of 'em, many of 'em over

P}

the state only had five and six.

o2

S.M.: On, my gosh. Five and six months and that was
the school year.,

C.C.: Uhum. That was the schocl year.

S.¥.: And ycu only taught in Williamsburg one year?
£.C.: Yes, vhum. Well, no, there was a mistake made
in some of these accoints, the next two years I taught
up in the mountains.

S.M.: Where is this?

€.C.: Tt was in Giles County. Oh, it was rough. The
only way I can think about it ncw is the Peace Corps

going to these different ccuntries. I was no more

brepared for that kind of life, because they were mountain

people. One of my friends up there said when the Lord




created heaven or earth, he made alot of very fine
pecple and put 'em up In Giles County and then he
got awful tired and just dumped the rest.

8.M.: (laughter)

C.C.: And there were just two classes cf people up
there, they were really the very fine, upper class,
I guess you'd call 'em and then the - the mcuntain

eople are fine people, but ycu've got to understand

ol

them and of course, I think, things have changed now.
But, I really just wasn't prepared for that kjind of
life. But, I just didn't understand them, I did
understand them at the end of the school term, I only
tavght filve months. And the reason I went up there,
I wasn't prcud of my work up there becauvse my idea in
geing up there was just tc earn enough money to get
to Chicago or go to the University of Virginla. And
I held onto that extra time, but I think that my
sglary was forty-five deollars a month.

3.M,: My gosh.

C.C.: And my board was ten dollars a month.

S.¥M.: Taat must have gone further than it would

ever go today.

%

¢.C.: Oh, there was no way of spending money at all.

S.Me: (laughter) They were isoclated.

C.C.: You were just out in the - and the people after

you gect to know them and oy were very fine , the

very leyal and very fine. But I didn't understand



toward the end of the school term why

c many children

quit.- And I wasn't very diplomatic becauvse I just didn't

understand the ccenditions, but finally cne women told

me, ycu know when they ar out ' 1ir only pair of
shoes that's nd, they can't go nc more.
Salict Oh, my gosh.

C.C.: They have cne vair of hces and when they wear

out well they Jjust stay home.
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wey're proud, very proud psonle
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just didn't - I wan't prepared for 1t

3}

have done.

g.M.: Did you go tc school after that?

ﬁ
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went to the Univerzity cof

for

I they are, and *"~y're very fine people. But,

that kind of

thought that

Cnicago. And,

when I was in Farmville, I always sald that

teach as neesr Washington as vossible.

Ang I

friend that told me abcut this place here iIn

I wanted to
had a

Yclean,

but she said that she courldn't accept 1t and she wanted

to kneow 1if I'd bs

1

nterested inttit, go I wrote tc

r. Sherman and I told=I'd be in Washington in the

5

middle of the summer sc he wrote and ns

te very glad to have me come cut and see

said

that hetd

when I came to Washington- I had a funny experlence

coming tc Washington. I was visiting some relatilves

in Evamsten. Do yeou kncw where that is
Mot That's iIn Illimcis?

C.C.: Yes, north from Chicago. And I

?

cane

to Washington



and I had a ccusin that was very nigh in the gcvernment
at taat time, I wa: just ycung snd I didn't kneow too
muctr about it. He told me "Jave ycou e r heen to the
White House"and I sald "Oh yes, I've been tc the Woite

44

House. He said "Vell, ycu take this card and zo around
to the office door'and he sdid "Yeu'll see nart cf the
VWolte House that you haven't seen before and y v'll meet
President Wilson." «nd I just put the card in my
pocketbook and one day I was driving downtown, I was in
frent of the Whilte House and I thcught well, I've got

this ticket, I'1ll just get off and go in the White

et

Iovse. S0 I went around to the office door and shcwed
them the ticket and the guard said "%Well, come right in,
President Wilson will meet you in abcut fifteen minutes."
Well , so I walted and there were just abcut ten vpeonle
there but cne was a great big Indlan Chief, he'd come %o
see his Great White Father, 4nd I was sc interest d iIn
this chief that I rea’ly wasn't too much Iinterested in
Wilson. (laughter) Eut the funny part abeout it was

there was a couple there that I had met in Evanston, that

-

vag in that room at that time.

«
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M,y Ah, coincidencs.

C.C.: Waegn't that.

S.¥. 7 That is scmething.

C.C.: So anyway, I met this president. There were two

things - he didn'' 1impress so much at that time, he seemed

=
rather cold, btut I think that was the way he lccked. But

I was toc much interested in this Indian Cnief. A week

from that date the first Mrs. Wilscen died. And I thouht
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that was . . . And of course the war had broken cut

ot

just, we weren't in it, wag '' 1t in July, I think it
WaS o o e
S.¥.: I'm not sure of the month.

C.C,: Well, you don't remember (laughter)

No I don't, definitely,

-

C.C.: Well, anyway, I think the wsr had just broken

out but wars were somsthing I didn't kncw much about
then.
S.M,: Yeah.

e

C.C.: I was always having some contact in some way wikh

i

Wilson. [is first wife died in 191l and then he later

married Mrs. Gault.

S.M.: She's the one that gets all the publicity.

C.C.t Yes, and for some reason cr ancther, I used,

during that periocd Washington was more or less a
country town. I didntt fthink too much of meeting all
those people. It was Jjust natuiral, we just tock it
for granted. I did have relatives, Mrs. Lansing was
some relative cof my mcthers but I just <idn't pay too
much attenticn teo all that,

?

S.M.: Is that Mrs. Lansing®

-t

C.C,: Lans

m——

ng was Secretary of Sta&e?
SaMer Oh, I think 1t was.

C.C.: Yes, he was Secretary of State. I didn't think

too much about 211 that., Well, anyway, I came out
here to McLean. It was suppesed to be Great Falls

and I got on the electric railread and I found cut



that I had gotten on the Falls Cauvrch and the conductor

was very nice and he said "Well, we'll just take you

right back to the staticn and then you get cn the Oreat
Falls car. £o I came u» to Great Fallg, I didn't get off
at Mclean, I got off at Spring Hill, that was the station.

End then Mr. Sherman met me in a hcerse and buggy.

S.M.:  Oh my gosh.

C.Cot Ch, there were no automcbiles.

S.Me: Ne?

C.C.: None at all, maybe a few very wealthy people had
automecbiles. Well we didn't have the roads.

S.M.: No, I guess nct.

c,C.: Well, anyway, then he tock me cover to his house
and we talked awhile and he thcught that as long as I
was continuing my educaticn that I might be all ri
for this job. So I got it, but then I had to wait and
wait, the scheol bullding wasn't finished.

S.M.: That's the Franklin Sherman School?

C.C.: Yes. But 1t's almost impossible to explain to
anybody the conditions then and now. McLean, was just
a little rural village and the only reason there was
anything here at all was because the railrocad came up

tc Great Falls.

S.M,: That's the electric railrcad?

C.C.: Yes. The electric road, it's now 123 (rcute).

And at that point they had to bulld a station. And
the stery goes that well what we goling to name this

place, it didn't have a name. And scmebedy suggested

Englesides, and the post office said that it couldn't




be Englesides because there's an Englesides somewhere

el

n

e in the state, so they said well, why den't y
just call it ¥cLean, he was the president of the railrcad.

S,M.: That's where 1t comes from.

C.C,t John R. Mclean, and he wagsn't a very admirsble
character. And some people really objected to 1t very
much, but there were just a very few peorle hzre. There
was just one main street, Elm Street, ycu know where that
is?

S.M.t Yes, I know where Elm Street is.

£.Ce: Well, that was the main street, tanat's all there
was to 1t, then there was a few houses up on Engleside
and then all the rest was farmland, just farms.

S.M.: Almost impossible to imagine now.

C.C.: And the veople in Langley, one family, the Mackall

famlly had a home in Langley, but Mr. Wackall built =
twe houses here in McLean on Elm Street, cne for his
family and cne for his wife's gister's family, because
they could mcve up here in the wintertime tc be near
the car line. That road it was just a river of wud in
the wintertime. So they had to mcve up here to YMclean,
this was their winter hcme, Langley was thelr summer home.,
S.M.: Langley and Lewinsville both were settlements at
that time?

¢.C.: Oh, yeah. Langley was a very old settlement and
so was Lewinsville and the 1little one-room schools were

not closed up the first year, because the few people that

13



lived in that area didn't want to give up thelr cne-room
schocls because they were afrald they might never have
another schocl.

S.M-: They were concerned with the ccnsolidated schools?

C.C.t "The idea of the consolidated school was new. You

e momte

know there's nothin' that hurts like a new idesa.

S.M.: (laughter) So often that's true.

1

They just cculdn't see that consclidated school,

o
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that was a new idesa.

S.M,: Sure. Was this 19149

C.C.: Yes, 191;. And then another thing, there was tre-

mendous cppositicn to having a scheool here becauvse there
weren't any children.

S§.M.: That's a good reason tc ovpose it. (laughter)
C.C.: DBut, I faught here four years and I don't think

that I had but cne or two children that lived in ¥elean.

S.M.: My gosh. They all came from other nlaces around.

C.C.: The first grcup that came down - 1t was the electric

rallroad that dictated what we would do, and when the

children got beyond the fifth grade, why, then they came 1
down here to WMcLean. But you see, all this had to be
built vp. It'se just like trylin' teo tulld up something
that has no backzround to 1it.

S.M.: Sure.

C.C.: And we were taught, while I was at Farmville, the
great cry that year or while I was docwn there was the

school shculd be the community center. So I was just

bursting with that idea that the school shculd be a



community center. But 1t took a long time,the ~chool
was deleyed and we cnly had twenty-nine oupils the
first day.

S.¥M,: ITor the cle school?

C.0+: Oh yes. There just weren't any children.

3,M,: Now what grades was this?

kelton and

[#2]
ja3]

C,v Well, we had two teachers, a Miss

she had frcm the first to the sixth, Well, vyou see
there weren't very many children. And then, I had from
the seventh, well, only the seventh because ncbody wa
any higher than that. £&nd then every year, I just put
ancther grade in, but after we got going we were always
dragging because we didn't nave encugh teachers. Ve
alw.ys started out with not enough of anything. Well,
maybe I ought to tell ycu about the organization of
schocl. ™e didn't have any central, we had a county
superintendent, but he lived way down at Burke, I think
it was. And he was quite o0ld, and the ccunty was big
and I den't think I =aw him but several times, the
whole time I taught.

S.M.: Is that Mr. Hall?

¢.Cr»: Yes., And don't know that I cught to say it, I

was progressive and he was just ready to retire and I
just couldn't hardly - well, I cculdn't progress.
S.HMy: He was a debterent to vrogressive pecple.

c.C,: . Put then I never saw him o e never bothered

3.M.: That was scome help.



CoCe: Ye-, was mcre of a politician, I think. t

that 1s what we had. Then each district in Fairfam had
its own little school beard. We had Providence District
here, a nd we had three members on the school beard. One
was Mr. Frenklin Sherman, ancther was Franklin Williams,

and one was Dallas Berry. And that was the schcol board.

.
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idn't have any contact with Fairfax at all, with

[

any cf the rest of the ccunty. And to get frcm here
1d

even to Failrfax, well, I ¢ o to Chicazro o icker than

o
]

ca

I could go te Fairfax, back then.
¥.: My zcsn, That's mmhrellievable but I imagine &

the roads were Jist gc vcor, then.

C.C.: TUnless you were cn the main line, I think, that

g that b ilt up Welean quickly wa- this ele-tric

rallroad. T was tellin' yo about the schcol beard.

Mr. Sherman died the follcwing January.

SnI"/[- M Il’l 19150

C.C.t Yes, I think that was it, and Mr., Mackall took

5
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1ls place.

S.M.: Now, what is that, how do you svell that name?

Mackall?

£.C.: M~A-C-K-A-L-T., And then the next year. ch well
I told ycu about the organization cf the. & . GCan you
imagine going to a school to teach when there were no,

the only ~quipment had was a brocm anc hox of

o

3.,M,: That was all you hagd?

C.Ce: It woulld be just like moving into a new house =



well, yes, we had the desk and a chair, but there were
1

no shades et the windcws. And for soms reason or other

n the homes all cver

s

I don't know wny, all the ceilings
Virginia were painted this midnight blue. It must have
been a cheap paint, I den't knew why that was. But,

that's all we had and we had no electricity, no running

g.M,: #hat about 1rat,what d

e

d you cdo for neat?
C.C.: Well, we did have a central heating system, but
it was up to me to get a janitor and Jjust imasine me

coming t a strange community and trying fto find a

Fh

jenitor. One of the first things we had tec dc was to
organizs tnls schoolasnd Civic Leagus. Eecauss 1f you

wanted anything there was nobedy tc ask for 1%, you had

e
ot
.

to get cut and get

§.M.: It wouldn't help if ycu went to schocl board?

C.C.: You had nobody t go to. There was just nobody

to go to, that's all. And there was quite a bit of

opposition to btullding that grsat big bullding, and

¢,M+: Sure. I was gzolng to ask abcut that, I wondered?

G.C.: Let's see, there were four rocms downstairs

and two upstairs and then an auditorium. But, I thought
the building was magnificent, because I had ccme from
this old run-dcwn cne room scacol in Giles G/ unty with
a stove that cnly had three legs and with the cther one
propt up c¢n a bock. And you had to depsnd on cone cf

the boys gettin' there befcre ycu did to get the fire

1




started. But I d n't know, that wa- just the way that
they lived. t perhsps it was a 1little different with
me because I had lived in the city most of my young
life, and I had more advantages than this. And of
course, when I came here I thought this was beautiful.
S.Mer  Sure.

C.C.t But the sun would gkare in there in the afternoon

and one of the first things we had to do was to get some

shades. But, where were we going to get the money. So

[
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we had to organiie-plays and put on entertainment and

O
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have suppers © t money. And then we organized this
School and Clvic League.
S§.M,: Was that in 1915 that y-u did that?

C.C.: That was the first thing that we organized.

S.¥.: The first thing, you nad to.

C.C.: Really, we had wonderful veovnle here in Mclean,

just marvelous, and we always have had. WMclean's always

been very

jo]

reogressive., Eut the work, I don't see how I
stoed 1t, but I guess you can stand a good many things
when you're young. And then we were emthusia-tic and
we certainly had some wonderful vpeople here. And so,
we organized that School and Civic League and I don't
how I weculd have survived. nd then later on , the
Masons organized, the Masonic @rder, and they met in
the school house on Meonday nights. And the Baptist

a few Baptiuts\got together and they wanted to crganize
a church sc they met in the schocl house on Sundays.

§,M.: Sc it did become a ccmmunity center?

Co




C.C.t Oh yes, There was just the one-room Epis opal
Church, do ycu know anything abcut that?
$.M-: Not much. 8t John's Episccepal Church?

CoCer Yes. Well, that's the church ' t I wa 1in. I

don't know how I would have survived without these
organizations that helped. This c¢ld church was right
next to the scheool house. Now, thers were twc other
churches here in McLean, one was a2t Lewinsville and

the cther was at Langley.

C.C,: There's a gas station there now. And then this

cture).

-ds

is the rectory (she shcws a p

LMo: Fhat street was this on?

C.C,: Well, that was on 123 (route).

SQ’-NI': Yea}l.

e
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C.C,: This house till there, but it's scme kind of -

‘._J
ct
e

I don't know what

S.

S.,Me: Commercial thcugh, isn't 1t?

4

.G+t Yes, But, the peovle in the :church were just

(]

marvelous, and they were very fine people. Scme of
our most prominent members came down from that ccuntry
club area. You see this 1s the only Episcopal Church
in this area., The minister up there was cne of the
first people I met in Mclean, in fact I mayried his

son-in-law. (laughter)

S,M.: Who wags the minister there?

C.C.: Mr. Painter. PEut, we just had to work and crgan-

ize and then we had this auditorium up there and we had -

well, when we organized that S8chool and Civic League,



it was Just an empty auditorium. It was maybe as big
as this whole floor down here. And we just had to
-1t on the stage and the first tning we had tc do was

1ry

to get some lamps and seats. Ve just had to start from
scratch,

S.M.: And were you all the ones that orzanized the McLean

£.€.: Yes, and then we organized the McLean Day and
that went cver big.

S.M.: Oh sure.

€.G-: And we gave plays, but you see it wss the only
thing that there was here.

S.Me: Sure.

£.C.: Everybody was working for that. But then thers
wasn't much money. Nobody had much money then, but it
went much furbher than it does now. I bought shades
and I wrcte to Mr. McLean thinking that maybe he would
make a donation, but I :never heard from him. I did
write tc Mr. Lighter.

nr
¥

S.M.: Wag he with the railrosd also?

£.C.: No, Mr, Lighter lived down on the river, a very
wealthy verson and he, they had built a rcad from George-
town to his heme. Out where the rcads , the government
rcads organization has that place now. 0Oh I forgot what
they call the name c¢f it. You know what I'm?

S.M.: I think so, down by the river.

CeCe: This Lighter JNansion was such a megnificent thing

tut of course, he called it his country home and he was
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a very wealthy, ycu know Marshall Fields 1in Chicago,
they have & magnificent store in C:icago. And I

think Lighter was cne of his partners. Well, anyway

he sent me ten dedlars and I bought two vlctures for

the wall becasse that ceiling was -o ugly. And we
finally got some new shades but, it was really a twesnty-~
four hour job, I dildn't do anything but just work for
that school and sleep and est when I had to.

S.M.: You taught there for four years?

C,C.: Yes.

S.M,: Until you were married?

C.C.: Yeg, four years. Where was 17

S.M.: With the Civdée . . .

C.C.: Oh yes, Well, we organized that and then we had
plays every. We had a pnlay every month.

St Every month.

C.C.: Yes. £&nd we finally got thrcugh that first year,
Oh, and then another thing the grcunds were just as they
were left from the building. And the boys used to bring
shovels and rakes and things and they leveled off the
grcecund and planted trees.

S.M.: Sure.

C.C.: But, I will say that the four years I was there,

I never had one problem in discipline, I never had cne
act of vandalism. I think there was a window broken, or
something brcken once, btut it was an accident.

S.M,: That's unbelievable, that's great thcugh.



¢

They had to work hard to get those things, and when you

work hard to get 'em, your not going to destroy them.

QO O

S.M.,: That's true. Do you remember some cf your
pupils that y had?

C.Cet Oh yes. In fact I had a class reunion last
month., They were a good class of children. One girl
that I had was so smart that I theought, her papers
were so perfect that she probably couldn't have written
them. But it was continuous always and she was really
a secrstary to me, cause I had to teach all day lcng
and then after that, I crganized this library and then
I was a librarian for twc hours after that. And then

I'd come home and eat supper and probably go bkack to

lan for entertainment or somethin'.

o

S.M,: You just didn't have any time at all.

C.Co: Well, there was really nothing much to do.

On Saturday, I always used to go in town. I will say
that ths transportaticn was wonderful.,

S.M.,: What ever happened to the electric railroads?
C.C.: Well, after the automobile came in, that died ocut.
But, we had a church: a church at Lewinsville and one

at Langley. But the attendsnce at any of these churches
I don't suppose we ever had mcre than , and the Episco-

pal Church was easy to get to, but I don't think we had

much mecre that thirty or forty people in the congre-

3

ration. And I used to zo up to Lewinsville, in tae
af ternoon, 'cause the ministers wculdn't come every

Sunday, maybe every other Sunday and it would be in

22




the afternoon. And I don't know v many time: there

were just five or six peovle and the same way down at

Langley.
S, And the-e re 2ll Episc - nal churches?

G.C.t No, the Presbyterisn Church was at Lewinsville
and the Methodis'® Church wsg down at Langley. Rut,
they a1l worked together, but you just couldn't get to

'S

&

Lewinsville. You couldn't get to Langley, just rive
of mud.

S.M.: Well, you came in just after the school was cpewmed?

m

Trne Franklin Sherman School?

C.C.: Well, I opened it.

M.: Yean. Now, ycu must ha been akt’' to set vour

own curriculum and how you were geoing to run the school?

CoCet Oh, ye-. I cne of 'my former teachers the
other day, and somebody said what kind of = har s
Miss“WMgkbﬂ She aild 11 right, she never
bothered us. (laughter) ¢ in o way, I think, the

were dedicate and they certainly couldn't have
tavght for the money, because I don't think I got but
fifty dellars a mconth for eight months, and the others
got maybe forty-five or six.

S.M.r That's not very much,

C.C.: So, a teacher didn't get that much.

S.M.: I think we did have dedicated teachers, they were
very interested in it. 4nd anotner thing, the bright
students went ahead at their cwn ra’® . I think maybe

1

s of thos 1deas were very good.

B |




C.C.t The individual dev:-lcped Jus cerding te tiolr

oM. 11, yo had ha > ience with that yourself,

u knew the value of 1t, actually.

C.C.: I didn'' realize tha'. I did. Of course, things
weren't crowded, we plenty of r . And them we
had ‘ndous lp- the masons wet there cn Monday

night and they were a tremendous help. And they btcougiht,
they had a lot right next to the schcol house, Tut

they finally decided to sell that and v to ancther
place. And another thing, we were really noted in the
state fcr being the first to have an incorpcrated

Scirool and Clvic League. inceorporated that. Angd

then, I think, after Mr. Mackall zot con the schcol

board, they wanted to bring children up here from

Langley. So they had a schcol bus, b the sc o0l bus
was an cld ¥Model T Ford and the children just limbed
on that Ford, just like - arcund & hive. If they

ceould get in well all ri
just hang on the cutside. (laughter) And that was the

first school bus in the

n

tate of WVirginia.

S.M,: Oh, I didn't kncw that. That's the way they
te Franklin Sherman School frem Langley?

C.C.: Yes. They came up from Langley.

8.M.: Did you have any children come to schcol on

the electric train?

C.C.: Oh ves, it started cut that way. There was a

group that came down from Chesterbrook and from Spring Hill.



But the reason I didn't have but one or two children
from McLean was because ncbody lived much in McLean.
I have a picture cf it, (the class) They all have
done very well. This boy has turned into a very
successful lawyer.

S.,: Who 1s he, now?

C.C,: Harmon Swink, he's retired ncw.

S.M.: Yeah, he still lives ir doesn't he?

s
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.C.t Yes, he lives down he ngton. Well,

they were nice children, this girl was a nretty good
musciam. And this cne has beautiful gray eyes, she

and her husband have a beautiful farm up o6n Lee Highway

C.C.: She wa- RElizabeth Wilksrs(?) and she married an

e

Oswald Carper. ©IFfm sorry that it's cut off. This is

a bright »1ittle boy.

2.M,t Who's that?

(@]

.C,: I've forgotten what nis name is. And this girl,
sne was a Ganttfrom Langley. It was her hcuse that
Dolly Wadison, her ancestcrs' home, where Dolly WMadison
stcepped when she came to Virginila.

S.M,: Salona?

¢.C.,: No, it was at the Gantt farm. It was down here

at the tcp of Chaln Bridge Road.
S Mot Oh I see.

P )

C.C.: I'm going to send this picture to one of taese ™

students, but it's hard for anybody in this age to realize,

but we had a good time. I think about all the things




that pecple have to have now, and you dcen't really have
to have so much.

S.M.: It looks that way scmetimes.

CeC.: Of course, there's so many mcre people now

and then graduslly all this land around here - the
farms were sold.

S. M. Well, you've watched McLean grow up, actually.

C.Co: Oh my, yes.

S,M,: All of it just kind of develoved.

C.C.: Oh yes. Evt everybody knew everybody else. £nd

4

really golng in on that electric train was just kind of

a sodial event, because you just knew everybody on it.
Amd the transportation, really was good. And Georgetown
was our home town. I mean we didn't have anything -

we had one store in McLean, right at the crossroad and
ycu could buy a few groceries there and the post office
was in one corner, but you couldn't buy any thread. I
know if I wanted a spool of thread I had to go to George-
town. GJeorgetown was oupr home town. Now, you coculd
never get to Falls Church. Ycu'd have to go all the way
to Georgetown and take another streetcar te Falls Church.
S.M,: The roads were Iimpassable?

C.C.: We did have a county fair and the school children
had to merch. And the only way we could get up to Falrfax
was to get a team of horses and , 1t wasn't a hay wagon.
It was just a wagon with sides. What kind of a wagon

ig that?

SR T don't know.
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C.C.: You know it's hard to think atout these things.

g.M.: I'm not that familiar with wagons. |
C.C.: Well, it was enclosed. We just put straw in the |
bottom of it and we had.one of the farmers arcund here

furnish the horses and team to take the children up

n

-te

there to the falr grounds. 4nd they participated
that program whatever it was.

S,M.: It was a county fair for . . .

¢.C.: Yes, going up to Fairfax was really qulte a . . .

It was a days journey to go up there and back again.
One time, we had a teachers meeting in Alexandria, and
I didn't know how we were golng to get there, so one

of the farmers here lent us his horse and buggy and we
drove over to Alexandria, but that was an all day trip.
S.M.: Oh my gosh. It took you all day to set to

Alexandfia.

¢c.C.: Oh, it took all day long. Georgetown was very

accessible, we could get to Georgetown. That's where

we did cur banking and got our groceries. And when I

was in town, every year there were a few more autcmobile .

1811 nev r forget when 123 was macadamized, but befcre

there was all those rough rocks, you had to the road

anyway, nc matter what ccndition it was in. And these |
terrible rocks and all that drive to Langley was just

agony .

S.M.: About when was it macadamized?

.C.: Well, maybe 1917. Along abcut that time. Itve

(@]

ot to tell you about Wilson's election, this would be

98]

\is second term, in 1916 was it. Well, we thought it

P
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would be so nice to have a meeting in the -chool hcuse,

and have a speclal phome put in, cause we didn't have

any phone. So, someway we had a vhone put in the building
and we went there election night. And every once and awhile
maybe every half hcur or smething, why, the returns would
come In. Let's see this was Wilson and Hughes. And we
waited and waited, of course, 1t tcok a long time to get

the returns from, we didn't get the returns from Cali-
fornia, that was too late. *ut by the time that we

couldn't stay there any lon

er, I guess about midnight,

) g
it wa: decided that Hughes was elected.

S.,M-: Oh my gocsh.

C.C.: The telephone message came in and Hughes was
elected. Well, that pleased the Republlicans very much
and this Mr. Mackall was a very staunch Democrat. And
several of the men, I didn't know anything about this
till tne next day, but sevsral of the men went down and
draped the entrance to his hcme in black crepe.

S.M.:  (lauvghter)

C.C.: %o conséle him., And then of course, the next
morning the report came in that Wilson was re-elected
so the tables turned again.

M

QW

S.M,: Well, that brings up the subject of pclitics,
was there alot of pclitical activity in MclLean at that
time?

C.C.: Why yes, we had prominent pecple here. In fact,

one member of the church was cne of the commissioners of



Vashington. Washington was geoverned by three men. There
were prominent Washington pecple. I'11l tell you, lotd
of the Georgetown residents used to have country homes

out here. Bo they were interested, in foct, I

A

guess the

(o]

or

T=ds
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inally came from this area. Yes, we had scme very
prominent people here in WMclean.
c.M.: What about county politic-? What were they like?

C.C.: Oh well, I guess they were dead.

S.M,: I

1.t Not much happened.

C.C.: NY. But tney were very fine people . I could

o up to the court house, if I needed any. Later on
after my husband died, I went up there to settle his
estate and oh, the commissioners and everybody was just
wondefful. They were just wonderful., If I weculd go up
there now, I'd just be In astrange cuntry. I mean
nobody wculd know you., And then there was R. Walton
Moore~ (%), he lived in Fairfax. He was very interested

in Mclean,

C.C.: R. Walton Moore. And he wus in Congres- .

S.M.t From Virginia?

C.C.: Congressman from this area., And there was another

family here, a Ball family, that ras very active. Stuart
Ball was the first president of the . . . well, his mothzr,
no . . .« they were direct descendants of orge Washinszton's

mother. They were a very prominent family, and his father

I think, was appcinted the Territorial Governcr of Alaska,




when we first bought Alaska. I think that's right, I'm
not - anyway they lived up there for awhille.

S.M.t In Alaska?

C.C.: Yeah. They were prominent pe ple. Now, if you
want to get off on cther subjects, Salona, here was
very prominent.

S,M.: You taught then to 1918. Did you meet your

husband in McLean?

C.C.: I met him at the church door. (laughter)

3.M.: That wea- Mr. Painter's . . .

C.C.: His first wife was Mr., Painter's dauvghter and she

died, scom after I came here., But the Painters were
very - 4t was the Episccpal Church but he was the only
minister in the neighborhocd, he just wasn't strongly
denominational. I mean he was just wonderful to
everyvody, and he was very wmuch loved. And a~ ther
thing, he was a fulletime minlster. He = the first
full-t’ minister. He Jjust went wherever he was needed

o

regardless of where he was called.

- <
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.t Sure.
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.C.: Then, he died in 1916 , I think, or '17. Well,

I?'ve forgotten just when he died. But the church was

a strong backer of everything we did in the school.

were two things that I wculd think that I did put Into
the school. The fir-t day we cpened, we ralissd the flag
and tried to sing the Star Spangled Banner but we brcke
dr efore we finished if. We just cculdn' get through

it. I thought well, if I can pos ibly do it, ' gcling

30




have gsome ic | " in this scheol. ESco, I think,
wit o in vear or twe, I did .t a music 'es cher, t
e ©. pay her., We "°d to ~arn the mcney and pay
her.
S,¥.,: Doy remember who the music acher ?
C.C.: Yes, 1t was Mrs. ¥alker, fr Herndon. Oh

she came down and t hen she would glve private lessons
after school. So we also had a religious education

(@]

teacher, whic' of course wouldn't be permissible now.

C.Cact 11, he came from up, I%ve forgotten what her
name wa-, but she came from Arlington. We had it in

the sixth grade.

S M Tt was just in the sixth srade that you had religion.
——————t— Lo o [a]

G.Ce: I think it was, sixth and seventh.
Q.Me: And what did she - was it catechism?

C.C.: Well, she just taught the history of the Eible,

it was undenominational, but I den't think we d any
Catholics in the community, at all., I just don't M-

ver. But anyway, there was ab-olutely nc objection
1t, everybody was very enthusiastic about that. And she

was a zgood teacher.

t iA = L I | T -
C.o.t Oh my no.
Y L T\Tu
. .: None.
..t We did have, we '=uo always had some vory fine

black £ "lies here. They have a little tettlement up

here at - out here con Lewinsville Road.

(OS]
].._l




e, M,: Odpick's Corner, 1s !t 1t7

¢.C.: Yeah, Odrick's Corner. And had cne cf the

women who ¢~ '~ clean the house, she taught me
everything I knew abcut housekeeping, (laughter)
But they were very fine, they were good pecple. They

were very good pecple. I see some of the grandchildren

now. I tell you alot of the colored people had inherited

land from their owners, and they were good; they were
very fine pecple. They really were, but then atb that

time you had the separate schcols. They had little school
up there, I gue-s. And you know even ncw, we don't have
enough black people in cur area too much. The one

have are very good, they're very fine. I just think
alot of scme of 'em. I have cne man that comes here and
works for me and just think alot of him.

g.M.: You retired in 1918, you were married, not retired

7

but you stopped teaching?

(0]

c.C.: Yes, well, at that time married women were nct

{

supposed to work.

§.M.: Oh, I see that was the . . .

C.C.: I didn't want to anyway and then I tell you the
war came on. I was married during wartime. And during
that war everybody was very enthisiastic, we were going
over there and beat up the Germans and that was zoing
to end wars forever. No more wars, and ev rybody was
very enthusiastie. No, I think the school went down
rapidly after that because of these pecple - the war

disorganized everything. And then that next year, the

fiprst Christmas after that, the bodies of the soldiers




were being - coming back Lrlington ~nd they were Jjust

ing viled up over there. I d to go (ver there, they
were just piled up cne con top cf another. Oh, 1t

-

juet pathetic.

S.M.: Was thet to bs buried in the cemestery?

C,C.: They were buried in the Arlington. And then on
top of that we d that awful outbreak of flu. And

there really weren't enocugh coffins. VYou couvldn't bury

pecple caus

[

they didn't have enough coffins.

=l

My gosh., The epidemis was that bad?

S, ;
e e e
e
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C.C,t Oh, that was just awful.

8§, M*:  When wss this, in 1918°?

C.C.: That was in the end of 191f and the beginning
of 1919. And of course the school - everything was

disorganizsd. That was really just awful. And every

b

time I got a letter I'd hear of somebody. My mother

rl down near where we lived,

j&N

got a letter from a little g
and she said, it was Christmas- she wrcte 1t cn Christmas
Déy. She said "We are all well, but mother dled this
morning." And there were not enocugh doctors, there were
not enough nurses, there were not enough coffins. T know
in my family, my mother - I wasn't marrled but two or
three months before I had a family of five. MMy husband
had a scn abcut five years ¢ld, I think he s seven.

My father had died and he had tc sell the farmand my
mother and sister came up to visit us. And everybedy -

N

my husband had the flu and his mother came over from

Arinapolis to look after him. My sister had the flu




my mother looked after "cr. And the lit'le btoy
had the flu and I looked after him, That ro-1lly S
just awful.
S.M.: Did you 17 inYicLean af that "ime?

: Yes, ! “lways lived right over- I s'ill own my

o
)
b=y

house on Elm Street, righ the »ost office,
but I rent it = an of"ice building. But it's

not a good ‘usines: proposition at all, cause the

S$.M.: Yer, anywhere in the county.

C.C.t Trg, it's not an nascet all., Until I sell it,
Well, I always lived on that =treet, ‘= I came over

here when it got too much traffic over there. We
were out in the wcods here and © 'n they cut down

every tree and put up tcwnhouses.

S.M,: Ther 's no e~ ping. (lsughter)
C.C.: Ifve always thought oan was wonderful vlace
to live. 1I8ve had wonderful advantages, - I used to

go into Washington a great deal and I have had some
really wenderful exverienccs. I was with Mrs., Docsevelt
when - yband diled. 1€ - to be

some charity organiza ions in Wagshington. And this
Thrift Shop Tea was given at the Sulgrave Club,

N

is thias?

wn
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C.C,+ BSulgrave Club.

S.M.: I went in bLow nd I going to that. Well,
in the merning went the Corcoran i Gallery and

hook on the end
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Corcoran Art Gallery and I must have backed up a littls

bit, as T hooked the car in back of me. But I didn't
realize it, and T .-: golng acrng: Penusylvania Avenue
and a poli~=un stoppe’! o T didn't know what wa
the matter. I thought that I wo traillin' this.
car along there. Well, finelly got that straightened

o

out and by the time tha' I got ‘ver tc the Sulgrave

Club, theres was no p'- to park. Sc i i me quite
long time park, well, finally "o & parking

o]
[9:]
]
<
@
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e and then I went in and when I went in ¥rs. Ro

o)

was talking. She wae always ~t evevry organizaticn, and
she was talking. And the plsace sc crowded that T

couldn't get into the main room. That's in an old home

and I was in the middle " this big hallway. 1 I
was there == you go up to the telephone and the hcstess

said - Mrs. Roosevelt had finished and somebody else
was btalking. 7 - ss ot an’ s72 sald that she

was sorry to break intn the program but the White [Louse

was calling “rs. Rcosevell. And I was sgitting almost

ag near clephcme =: . am to that mirror over 'here.
$.M.: About eight or nine feet?

C.C.: Uhum. And she answere ' | phone and hs went

buck and talked to the hostess and she sdid that

would like to be exc ~ed, because s' = « calle ack
to the White House. And ' didn't think anything about
it, but .d the recepticn, everything was very els-

»o .o then. had o teg, and U I co1v nome.

b




And I was sitting on the porch and one -7 tae nelighbors

girls want by and sdid "Roosevelt j -t this after-

jo 7
Jio
&
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noon." And my Jdaughter =zald "Why did nct, wy mother

just -aw Mrs, 2 ocevelt.,” I -21d well Charlctte - the
girl ~-id "Well,if yco don't believe me go and 'urn cn
your te'-vi.-ion set.” I said " ©11 Charlotte, maybs
thst was the mes age." id "Vou better go end turn
on the television .m" .

S. M.t You ha levigion at that ti =?

C.C.: Well, tnis M later, Roosevelt.

S.M.:  Veoh, 1945 or L6, think.

¢C.Co: Yes, so we turned =+ radio. FHe had died
while we there. Tp until the 8econd %orld War,

it was kind of a friendly country place. I m=san yon

didn't think anything abcout meeting or -eeing official

£

M. 1 you weren't worrled abeut crime a’ Things

i

1ike that?

C.C,: Oh, my goodness no. Thare just nothin' like
that.
2,%,: Well, youllivecd in McLean dvring the = pre glon,

didn't you? What were things like here, did that effect

this area very much?

C.C.: 0Oht Tha! ' ~ny. It wasn't =0 the
Depression as it u- j band I frery suddenly

in 1936. And just two wears before that, my daunghter

was jost two months c1ld, our hol ' d down. ror
some Loon ner, we ¢id have ray on the house

but Lhe furniture run t. o, we had all that to

@
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50 through. *nd '"hen two years after thatee Then we
rebuilt, in a way I g s scme good couwes vub »f bad,
Because we had so much frouils getting the insurance
from that hcuse, that . had bought land across the
strest my big is now. And we boeilt that
house tasre, in the time, when we finally got the
insurance, we built tha » Wcney went a long way
then, so we rebuilt the house across the treet. /"nd
before we had tt house thot we 1° in Pinished.
Qur ides was that other hou e finlished to gel bthe
inc from it, that wcul pay off the exvenses. Bo,
we finally got thst ttled and then two yeers later, he
died ry —-uddenly the way "o the pital, I

was left with almost unfinished h uso 1. Apd I
didntt krew a thing, I eould hardly tell the difference
be | screw and a nall,

S.M.,: Oh no.

C.C.: Of course this came up later, my mcney ¢t T
paid in for & Teac! rtyg nsion, " ~t went bankrupt
and T couldn't ret anytaing out »f that. Ard we didn't
have any insurasnce on the furniture, that nad run oub.
And his ' ruvrence, the firm clte was with went partisily
berkrupt. ¢ , T tell you . . .

2, .1 Really 4 1tr a tirme,

C.7.: My step-son wss then, but my coldest Bey was
only sixteen:and ther was f uvrteen, the 3 1
had gone e 11, I 412 »uild it into two yesar



ol o ! = o T T . = N .
high schinol. 3ot then thirgs wers =lweys changing an
they decide  thei they weull he a 1ldated
3 .
EYRC I T e oyl T .
high sch ol - f Falrfax. vears that they needed P

everything wes just not- was very poor. Sco I sent ther

to & prlval. schoel up in Maryland. Chil'lrsn can't
walt f ' ducaticn, you've got "~ _ive it to them.
2.M.: You mentionec Wr, 11, 8t the time, when jy
wer oching and principle. De you rememker when r.
17 retire’ "nd kr. VWoods ok cver or wss i

2.0°% 1711 +011 yeu, I £9100 that was ab % 1929,
I was wery acbive bec us | lpe ! organlzis the

vnty PTR's. When I was {irst teac ‘ng, "oon I
first started -ut, was no PTA in Virginia at all.
The ly thing that wcould ~oowil it Eni
School an Le . of tourse thl:s 2 just
a stale crgani tion, And . I PPA organl =tloun
spre-d acros: the ~ountry, why the ho 1 btecamg in-
tere-te ! in that . s wasn't successt
organiz’~_ .. county b cause we cculdn'® get anywhere
I did go o to Vienna because a frilenc and I organized
one there. And rent up bo Fairfax or te Lk over
the radio, but tot's j -t like talking t iecs of
furnliure,.
S, M. 3 zet no resction.
C.C.t ge'! nc re at all.
«,¥M,: This was In the twen 1.s?
Z.Cot Vell, I gue 1t wa: in the late twentiles,



S.Cet YOou couldn't do anytlhiing county lde until yo
ot good Poa .,
3.M.: Right. 7T indsrstend that Yr. Hell and ¥r, ¥oodson
s both aéting 2 superintendeal.
.0 s 1 went down to Richmend, I ussd to go
this curnventicon down there and 1 told whoever
was sta uperintendent, T!'ve 20 wno 1t wese, I
aid Mr Eall, I didn't heve anything against him nersorally
b I said "Your school in the county are definitely in
need " leadership,” and T said "We just don't havs it,"
and I said "Please can't ycu do something fto get us a
new superintendent." And then ¥r o ¢ Ly here
and then things began to . Mro. 211 was the 14
schocl, I dontt o] him, ° cenditions were & o that
ycou just couldntt.
S,M.: Tt was a changling environment.
De3.% until we ¢ 013 get roads and 1d get arcund,
why vou couldn't anything. New, I tell you, v
thing that thl hool 1s respon=ible for., A4 me e,
¥Mr. Franklin Williams was clocted to the s leglslat: re,
and was the ons 1.2t broke ls fdistrict =zchcol
veten, organi cd county chools., This school has
really had an effect on the st vstem, 1 many wavs.
go it's loen a8 leader in nony aroas.
g, Mer Tt looks that way.
C.C.: think we rcally:are responsiblc for broaking
Jown "t - 7.t sdhool - -tem, and ving a county
But, you know, @ airfax County is bilg crunty.

e M, Ittt mas:-ive.



C.C.: AHJ it wos net g0 mush the individual, bhut 1t
wss Jnet clrecumstances. And Yelean wac cut off,
we were -~ut off from the rest of the ¢ oin thmis

area. And then, of ¢ urse, our churches you kn

woncerful 1 ros I think we've organized five chiur-hes
from this . Well, we crr-aniied the church dewn at -

the arsza near he ccuntry club. St. Maryfs. Then we

(3]

had one up here at - well I den't know, there were five.
We helpe’ to organize a church in Arlington Counbty. I
S.M,: Well, as the area nas grown, ycu've nad need for
that many mcre.

C.C.t Do yo.  know the church now?

6]

5

S.M,t Yes, I know where that is, the new one?

C.C.: Yes., It's been very active. I was very ac'ive

in the church tco, T in 1932, T think, it was
PEg s 3

durine the Wakhington Bicentennial, and we theought that
[ () ] (o8]

we'd ope .~ Salona, which hadn't | perod - never.,
Ve Bhoug we'd have a te: ' -“re, open that a7 make
it Intc a celebraticn.

B.M,: TIs this the church group?

C.C.: Ye-. Now whepe . . . o0 this is 1t. Fell, thi

L

is - you nad to get nprominent names t- back you up
but I don't know who was in - well + ose are the cne

that - the patronesses. They were uigh cffieclial in
y g

the governme i t time. And then we nad - well,
let's ee. 1 -~ through her papers and books)
S,M+: But, vou all t the hcome open?

C.0.: Yes, but '~"cre we hed to cpen 1t we d ° 8o sr



o
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thiere, I never will forget 10, 1t was really 2 struggle,
ge! that cloaned up. Well, this giv q 1ittle

bit of 1.

e, M. Oh, I see.

2.C.: But, we got an a "u! let of publicity. T owag

publi ity chalrman,

@, Me: Tnis is the Guild of St, John' Churci,.

C.C.: We nd t . 7- also writéen up in - have you seen

old »nictures of Fairfax. re's the . . .

S.HM,: There's the court e and there's Salcna ~nd the

0ld Cunnsll mansion , that's in Falrfax tco.
C.C.: Oh yes, Fairf x ig really abcut as dead a

Williamsburg and Alexandria. I don't know where that

is. Anyway that was gquite a big cvent..
S.0.: T guose 1t was.
¢.G+% 7-11, I “on't kncw. My mat rial is nct organized.

I alwavs think someday I'm gring to get organized, bul
we had this special article - there it iIs. I think

I have an extra copy of that. New, what are yo dolin

are yo ‘inz a- are ycu in this for 2 thesis.
S.Met , this is just for the countye
c.C.: Well, “r~ you employe ' by the county?

S.M.r Yes.

C.Cet Oh I e .

=3
=
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trying to precerve sctual reminis-

C.Cu: On I =v . Vell, T tell you, cther parts of the
county haven't been qul progre-sive as Mcl o 'n has
been. But, that may dve to our vosition re .




2.t There were guite a few fomilies arn hWere, the
Vagarities and thz, yoou menticned . . .

C.G.: The YMackall-.

S5.M.: Wackalls yeah, I alwavs misproncunce that.

C.C.: Mackall yes.

I}

S e uite fow cothers, s. 't's n cite a

.
¢

prominent area.

C.b+.: Yes. Ang ! ~11 farlly was very very achive.
The people t': here were re 1ly lesders.

1

only here but in Washington as .11,

S..: This community has been a uburban area In a
for gi'te a lcng period of time alth ugh theve
wasn't subdivisions?

B ]

C.Ce: No, 1%t was really a ccuntry village.

) . . TRy .
S.¥ 1 But, you had 'y acces- to Yashingten so you
could reve’ ar o e e

C.b.: Oh ye , Ve looked tcwards Washington because

rest of the ccounty v22z inpessible te get H, that was all.
S Yes, vcu re cut off by transpertatiocon.

C.Ce: Tspe 11y at the bexinning.

S.M.o Thum,

C.0@: Well at Langley, they used to drive the c-ttle

down a long time agc, they d rive the csttle down

4

from Leesburg to Washington. think that they stovpped
t the Dranesville Tavern, t  t was cne stov, and thsen
they'd get the cattle as far as Langley and stop at +

nto

e

Lang’ rn. Then the next day they'd jgo on

o

Washington,

S.M.: Was that '~ go to the stockyards over there?



CoeCet I just Beard neople talk abcut it. That was long

before my ti

.M. Well, & remember when the Chain Brid wes imhed
away, I imagin. in '36%
C.Ce: Yeah, we an acturval link from Chain Bri . t

the copening of Salcnsa.

2.M,: The original.

C.C.: Ye:, from the ori-inal Chain Bridge. One cf

cur members, Mr, Foster livee d in the c untry clvb,

What ¢ you 11 &h re=2 I don't kneow what you call

it,but it's j ot Arl'r v, Well, even thon 1t wasn't
lle. Arlington, it ¢ 1le lexandria.

S.M,: Alexandria Cornty that was £hen.

¢ Yes

> ]

g e Wa 1921 that 1.y d the -~ back?

C.,Cer T think it later than that, I oresse o o

-

I 5 % den't know. I theought I had 2n ~xtra ccov of

3

tha', that I cculd g’ to you.

o]

S M, t uld | 0illy nice, we crul ke it

¢.0.: I know I've got one, Vell, tlo»-'° just s many . . .

The &mcot family | lived 1 r for lonz time.
S.M,: The Smoots.
5.C.: Yes, oy we ' owners of Sfalcra, Tell, I'll

g.M.: Okay. 7 ! teoall right, T ink I've
gotten i g8 bit of what . . .

C,C.¢ 17, you can jus® "oop going 1 forever.
S,M.: That's true. Ycu've been 11y qnite a bit
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